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UM HOLDS OPEN HOUSE IN MOTOR CONTROL LAB
MISSOULA ~
Anyone interested in the hows and whys of human movement is invited to watch
sophisticated motion-analysis equipment in action Thursday evening, March 11, during an open
house at The University of Montana’s Motor Control Research Laboratory.
The open house is scheduled from 5 to 8 p.m. in the laboratory, McGill Hall 107.
Demonstrations will include computerized three-dimensional gait analysis, muscle fatigue testing
and assessment of brain and nervous system functioning during movement.
The laboratory, part of UM’s physical therapy department, is one of the most sophisticated
in the Northwest, laboratory director Chuck Leonard, an assistant professor of physical therapy,
said. With state-of-the-art equipment funded by a nearly $250,000 grant from the M.J. Murdock
Charitable Trust Foundation, the lab is one of about 50 in the nation that are equipped to
simultaneously assess the neural and biomechanical aspects of human movement.
A major thrust of the research conducted in the lab is to determine how and why certain
disabilities affect motion, and how those disabling effects might be lessened, Leonard said. The
equipment also enables area physical therapists and physicians to conduct complete muscle and gait
analysis on their patients to determine which type of surgery or treatment might be most
appropriate and to assess patients’ progress after surgery.
For more information call the Motor Control Research Laboratory, 243-2609.
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Editors, news directors: The media are invited to attend the open house. To arrange a preview of
the equipment demonstrations, call Chuck Leonard, 243-2609.
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